II

WORKING COMMITTEE'S RESOLUTIONS

Resolution passed by the Working Committee at Wardha on July

14, 1942:

Events happening from day to day, and the experience that
the people of India are passing through, confirm the opinion of
Congressmen that British rule in India must end immediately,
not merely because foreign domination, even at its best, is an
evil in itself and a continuing injurv to the subject people, but
because India in bondage can play no effective part in defending
herself and in affecting the fortunes of the war that is desolating
humanity. The freedom of India is thus necessary not only in
the interest of India but also for the safety of the world and for
the ending of Nazism, Fascism, militarism and other forms of
Imperialism, and the aggression of one nation over another.
Ever since the outbreak of the world war, the Congress has
studiedly pursued a policy of non-embarrassment. Even at the
risk of making its Satyagraha ineffective, it deliberately gave it
a symbolic character, in the hope that this policy of non-
embarrassment, carried to its logical extreme, would be duly
appreciated and that real power would be transferred to popular
representatives, so as to enable the nation to make its fullest
contribution towards the realization of human freedom through-
out the world, which is in danger of being crushed. It had also
hoped that negatively nothing would be done which was calcu-
lated to tighten Britain's strangle-hold on India.
These hopes have, however, been dashed to pieces. The
abortive Cripps proposals showed in the clearest possible man-
ner that there was no change in the British Government's atti-
tude towards India and that the British hold on India was in no
way to be relaxed. In the negotiations with Sir Stafford Cripps,
Congress representatives tried their utmost to achieve a mini-
mum, consistent with the national demand, but to no avail. This
frustration has resulted in a rapid and widespread increase of
ill-will against Britain and a growing satisfaction at the success
of Japanese arms. The Working Committee view this develop-
ment with grave apprehension as this, unless checked, will in-
evitably lead to a passive acceptance of aggression. The Com-
mittee hold that all aggression must be resisted, for any
.{submission to it must mean the degradation of the Indian people
'       continuation ot their subjection. The Congress is anxious